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CHARLES MICHAEL “CHILLA” PORTER — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.08 pm]: I want 
to make a few comments to note the passing of a stalwart of the Liberal Party, Charles Michael Porter, also known 
as “Chilla” Porter—in fact, almost invariably known as “Chilla” Porter. 

He was born in Brisbane in 1936, and he died on Saturday, 15 August, after a long battle with cancer. He was an 
iconic Australian athlete, celebrated for his courage and perseverance rather than for a string of Olympic gold 
medals. He was also a dedicated Liberal, who preferred to serve the party organisation rather than to represent it 
in Parliament. In 2013, during the course of his first speech in federal Parliament, his son Hon Christian Porter, 
MP, paid this tribute to his father’s sporting prowess — 

Chilla Porter’s achievement was the welding of solid but far from limitless athletic talent to devoted levels 
of discipline and training, a little self-belief and an unbreakable steely nerve. 

He contributed this same focus to the Liberal Party in his adopted state of Western Australia. It took great 
dedication for a young family man to work as a full-time divisional officer in the WA Liberal Party in the 1960s 
and early 1970s, organising campaigns and building up branches. Most of Chilla’s colleagues were ex-servicemen 
whose pensions supplemented their very modest salaries. Nonetheless, Chilla Porter gave dedicated service to the 
divisions of Fremantle, Perth and Stirling, culminating at the 1975 election when Stirling was triumphantly 
retained and Perth was won against the odds. He subsequently became the chief field officer and the Liberal Party 
state director—the position was called general secretary in that era—from 1978. He was proactive in marketing 
and polling, modernising both campaigning and promotion of the Liberal Party. 

Although Chilla had no desire for a parliamentary career, he was deeply committed to such core beliefs of the 
Liberal Party as federalism and private enterprise, and he strongly supported Sir Charles Court as Premier. He was 
a deliberate man who was never afraid to make tough decisions or convey unpalatable polling and political facts 
to state and federal parliamentary leaders who did not always want to hear them. 

The strong Labor electoral tides of 1983–86, together with internal unrest and a new Liberal organisational leadership, 
led to Chilla’s resignation in 1987, although many Liberals missed his campaigning skills and wise counsel. By 
the early 1990s, he was able to take an active role in the party organisation, serving as campaign chair from 1994 
to 1996. Once again, he provided leadership by making some hard decisions and can take much credit for the blunting 
of the challenge by Independents at the 1996 state election. 

Chilla Porter won high jump silver medals at the Melbourne 1956 Olympics and the Commonwealth Games in 
Cardiff in 1958 and Perth in 1962. His doggedness over the celebrated six hours at Melbourne won him a place in 
the Athletics Australia Hall of Fame in 2011. Moreover, he constantly supported athletics and young athletes in 
Western Australia and chaired the Western Australian Institute of Sport from 1995 to 1996. 

Chilla was very proud to be the son of Charles Porter, a founding state director of the Queensland Liberal Party, 
MLA for Toowong from 1966 through to 1980 and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs from 1977 to 1980. He was in 
recent years equally proud to be the father of Hon Christian Porter, who is known to this place as a former 
Attorney General and Treasurer. His own service to the Liberal Party organisation and to the ethos of liberalism ranks 
alongside their achievements. The Liberal Party expresses its sympathy to his family and to those who loved him. 

House adjourned at 10.12 pm 
__________ 
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